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Cero,u,Hﬂ MCMONHSeTCs nNprMepHo 20 NeT ¢ Tex nop,
KOrfia reosioru, padoTaroLLve Ha NPeanpuaTUsaX
Hed)TerasoBoOV MPOMBILLIIEHHOCTH, PACMONOXKEHHbBIX

B Poccum n B LEHTpanibHOA3naTCKMX pecnybnvkax,
HaYanm perynsapHoO obLaTbCsl CO CBOVMMW KOSIneramm

13 OpYyrux cTpaH. 3TOT NPOLIECC ODy4eHNst oKasascs
MONE3HbIM U NHTEPECHBIM A5t 06X CTOPOH. 3Ta CTaThbs
— nepBasi N3 Cepumn cTaTen, B KOTOPLIX ByOeT NpvBeaeH
0630p reonorn 1 NoTeEHUMANoB HedhTeaobbIHM psga
YrNEBOAOPOAHBIX MPOBUHLMIA Kak cnabo, Tak 1 XOPOLLIO
pa3BefaHHbIX B Mpeaenax 3To OOLLMPHON TEPPUTOPUN.
HauHy ¢ KpaTkoro o3HakoMeHns. [JJoCTaToqHO THXKeNo
ObITb 1 MOHOCTBO OGBEKTUBHBIM, 1 MHPOPMATVBHBLIM B
TaKOWM KOPOTKOW CTaTbe MpW OCBELLEHNN TaKOW OBLLINPHOM
Tembl. MHe Ha NpoTskeHUn Bonee 20 NocneaHuX neT
MOCHaCT/IMBMIOCH paboTaTb B PasNYHbIX PErMOHax
obiBLLero CCCP (Bnepsble g nprexan B CCCP B 1975
roay), 1 NO3TOMY S NMINYHO 3aVHTEPECOBaH B PA3BUTUN 3TOMN
OTpacv MPOMBILLAEHHOCTU. Y4UnTbIBas BbILLEUSNOXKEHHOE,
S1 HE MPOLLY NPOLLEHNST 3a TO, YTO B 9TOW CTaThe
MPeAcTaBeHa Most NIMHHAs TOHKA 3PEHUS.

[avke BbIOOP Ans aHanm3a asaguaTuneTHero neproaa
OCHOBAaH Ha MOEW NINHYHOM NCTOPUK. Ha MpOTsKEHUM
HECKOMBbKUX OECATUNETUN 00 pacnaga COBETCKOro
Cotoza B 1991 roay y>ke Habnoganocb HEKOTOPOE
COTPYOHMYECTBO Mexxay KoMrnaHusiMmn ¢ BocToka n
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tis now about twenty years since geoscientists working

for oil and gas enterprises within Russia and the Central
Asian republics began to speak regularly with their
counterparts in companies from other parts of the world,
and it has been an interesting learning process for both
sides. This article is the first in a series that will review
the geology and petroleum potential of a number of the
hydrocarbon provinces — both frontier and mature — within
this vast area, and | will begin by attempting some type of
wide-ranging overview. But it is difficult in a short article
such as this to be both wholly objective and informative
when covering such a large topic, and as someone who
has had the privilege of working in many parts of the FSU
over the past 20 years (indeed | first toured the Soviet
Union in 1975), | have taken a very personal interest in the
industry. So | make no apology that this first article at least
is presented from a more personal standpoint.

Even the choice of twenty years as a period to examine is
based on my own history. There had been some limited
cooperation between oil companies in the East and the
West for some decades before the break-up of the Soviet
Union in 1991. Chevron’s involvement in the Tengiz

field on the West Kazakhstan Caspian coast during the
1980s comes to mind, and by 1989 it was apparent that
new opportunities were opening up. That is why, when

| established my own consultancy business in that year,
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3anaga. BcnommHaeTcs ydacTtne komnaHum LLieBpoH
(Chevron) B paspaboTtke B 1980-e rogpl TEHMM3CKOrO
MECTOPOXAEHNSA HA KACMUMCKOM Nobepexxbe 3anagHoro
KasaxctaHa. HaqmHas ¢ 1989 roga ctano o4eBuaHbIM,
YTO OTKPbIBAKOTCHA HOBbIE BO3MOXHOCTU. VIMEHHO
MO3TOMY MPW CO30aHUN B TOM >XXe rody KOHCanTUHIOBOM
KOMMaHUM MO 3aBEPLLIEHNN Kapbepbl reosiora B

KPYMHOW HEDTAHOM KOMMaHWN 3 Ha4an akTUBHO
paccmarpuvBaTh STO HanpaBneHe OeATENBHOCTU.
[NONb3YsICb HEKOTOPBIMM 3HAHNAMM PYCCKOrO SA3bIKa,
MOJYHYEHHbIMW B LLKONE, a TakKe NOCe BbINOSHEHNS
HECKOJMBbKMX TEXHUHECKNX NEPEBOAOB S MPEANOXNI
CBOW YCNYIU B KQYECTBE KOHCYIbTaHTa NHOCTPaHHbIM
KOMMaHVSIM, CTPEMSALLIMMCST MHBECTUPOBATL B COBETCKYHO
HehTeaoObIBAKOLLIYIO MPOMbILLNIEHHOCTL, KOTOPbLIM Oblna
HeobxoayMa OONONHUTENbHAA MHoPMaLUMA O CUCTEMax
1 npoBuHLUMaX CCCP. B koHue 1991 roga s Hadan

CBOM MPOAOMKUTENBHYHO U OLLENOMASIOLLYIO MOE3AKY
no OTAesbHbIM
PErIoHaM
Poccum n no
Azepbanmykany,
HECMOTPSA Ha TO
YTO MONUTNYECKAA
cuctema CCCP
pasBanmBanaco u
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roCy0apCTBEHHOMO YHBEPCUTETA, BKITKOHaa HECKOIIBKO
HefeNb 03HAKOMITEHNST C MECTOPOXKASHUSIMI HedhTU

Ha CeBepHOM KaBkase, a TakKe B ApYrMx pervioHax, B
KOTOPbIE CEeroHs rnonacTb CTao AOCTaTOHHO TPYAHO.
DTOT PErvioH ¢ Koraa-To 6oraTbiMy MECTOPOXAEHNSMN

3a yKasaHHbIi nepurom, USMEeHUNCS, 1 B HACTOSILLIEE BPEMS
ero 3anachbl B 3Ha4UTENbHON CTENeHW UcHepnanmch.

Ho, naxxe npuyHMMasi BO BHMaHNE HanM4mne XOpOoLLIO
N3BECTHbIX MOSIMTUHECKIX «OPSHMX TOYEK», S YANBIEH,
YTO Tak Masio NPeanpPUMMHNBLIX KOMMaHUi ¢ 3anama
NpeanpPUHAMAIOT MOMbITKA MO MHBECTMPOBAHWIO B MPOEKTh
MO BOCCTAHOB/EHNIO MECTOPOXIAEHWI U OCTaroTCA
Hefopas3BeaaHHble yHacTku. S yBepeH, YTo A1l FroTOBOro
PUCKHYTb HEBOMBLLIOIO MrpoKa Ha pbiHke CeBepHOro
KaBkasa ocTaeTcs 3Ha4UTesbHbIA NoTeHLan s
PasBUTUS AESTENBHOCTU.

OpHako B Hadane 1990 rogos Bcex nomManHunn KOxxHo-
Kacnnick, n, nepesasine HYepes bonbluon KaBka3ckui
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having left a job as a geologist in a large oil company, |
began to look actively in that direction. On the basis of a
smattering of Russian picked up during a short course
at school, and some technical translation, | offered my
services as a consultant to western companies seeking
to invest in the Soviet petroleum industry and needing to
know more about its petroleum provinces and systems.
And late in 1991 | embarked on an extended and
somewhat bewildering tour of parts of Russia, Azerbaijan
and Kazakhstan, while the political system was breaking
down and the future shape of these countries was far
from certain.

That trip, thanks to the generosity of contacts in Rostov
State University, included several weeks viewing the oilfields
of the North Caucasus, including several areas that have
since become difficult to reach. It is a highly varied and
once-prolific hydrocarbon region, now largely depleted.
But despite well-
known political
; hotspots, | am
.‘_? surprised by how
L few enterprising
small companies
.3 from the West have
: sought to invest in
= field rehabilitation

¥ . i i e .
P | = projects there,
O and several
——— - =,
4 e, underexplored
: . 9%‘ plays remain. | am
——r ]

TRl R convinced that

: v significant potential

R remains in the
North Caucasus
for the small player
prepared to take
arisk.

But in the early 1990s the South Caspian beckoned, and

a short hop over the Great Caucasus took me back to
Azerbaijan where hopeful oil and gas executives tempted
by rumours of massive remaining reserves were vying for
acreage. But continuing political uncertainty and differing
expectations from both sides meant that few deals were
done in those early years, and others quickly came unstuck.
The story was similar on the other side of the Caspian

in Turkmenistan, where western companies like Bridas

and Larmag suffered mixed fortunes with their ventures

in the West Turkmenistan Basin. But the great thing for

a western consultant working in the newly independent
republics around the Caspian during the 1990s was that,
as one became difficult to work in, another rose to favour
for a while. | was called upon to work with Oryx who were
negotiating to develop an oilfield on the Kazakh coast:
Arman. That was an exciting project, as | quickly discovered
that Arman’s main Mesozoic producing horizons outcrop

at the surface in the Karatau hills of Central Mangyshlak,
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XPebeT, 1 ONdATb OKasancs B AzepbangykaHe, rae nosHble
Hagexn NPeacTaBUTeN HEPTEra30BbIX KOMMAHNI,
Ccobna3HeHHbIE Cnyxami O 3HAYUTENbHBIX OCTaBLLMXCS
3anacax, Ha4aam conepHuyaTb Opyr C OPYroM 3a KOHTPOSb
Hag y4acTtkamn TeppuTopun. OOHaKO 3aTaHYBLLIAsCS
MONUTNYECKAA HEOMPEAENEHHOCTb U HECOBMAAEHWE
OXMOaHWN 06enX CTOPOH MPUBEMN K TOMY, YTO B TEHEHME
yKa3aHHOro neproaa Obino COBEPLLEHO BCErO NMLLb
HECKOMBbKO COESOK, a BCe OCTalbHble BCKOPE Obln
COpBaHbl. AHANOrM4YHasa CTOPUS UMENa MECTO Ha OpYromn
CTOPOHE Kacnmnckoro Mopsi, B TYPKMEHUCTaHe, rae
3anagHble KOMMaHnW, Takne kak Bridas v Larmag, B
BaccelHe 3anagHoro TypKMeHNCTaHa UMEN NEPEMEHHDIIN
ycrex B CBOUX NMPeanpuaTisax. Ho oueHb BaXKHbIM
0B6CTOATENBCTBOM A1 3aMaAHOrO KOHCYNbTaHTa,
paboTasLuero B 1990-e rodpl B HOBbIX MPUKACTUACKIX
HEe3aBMCKMbIX FOCYOapCTBax, ObI10 TO, YTO EC/M OOHA
KOMMaHWs CTankmBanachb C TRYAHOCTSMMN, TO e HA CMEHY
npwxoamna gpyrasi 1 ycnewHo padoTana B TEHEHME
onpeneneHHoro nepuoaa BpemeHn. MeHsa npurnacnnm
paboTtaTb B kKoMnaHmio Oryx, KOTopas Befla Neperosopbl
Mo pa3paboTke MECTOPOXKOEHUS HEDPTU ApMaH Ha
Ka3axCKOM Nobepexkbe. STO Obln 3axBaTbIBAKOLLIMNA
MPOEKT, MOTOMY YTO S ObICTPO OBHAPYXKMI, YTO

OCHOBHOW ME30O30MCKUI MPON3BOACTBEHHbIN FOPU3OHT
ApMaHa BbIXOOUT Ha NOBEPXHOCTL Y XpebToB Kpakatay

B LleHTpansHOM MaHrblilnake, a 370 o3Havano,

4YTO ONd padpaboTkm MOAEeNen NnacTta NoTpebyeTca
BbINOHUTL 3HAYUTESBHbLIN OOBEM PAbOT B MYCThIHE.

370, B CBOO 04epeb, MPVBENO K AanbHeNLLEen paboTe

Ha HECKOJIBKNX MECTOPOXXAEHMSIX, PACMONOXKEHHDBIX B
OOHOM 1 TOM XKe nnacTe, a uMeHHO CeBepHble bysayy,
rOe onepaTtopoM Bblnna KOMMaHUs Texaco, a Takke

Ha OpYyrmx MECTOPOXKAEHMAX B BaccenHe KOXHOro
MaHrbiLLnaka. XoTsa B TEHEHME HEKOTOPOIO BPEMEHM B
3arofI0BKM CPeacTB MacCOBOM MHOpMaLM Nonaganv
Bonblume MecTopoxxaeHnsa CesepHoro 1 FO)xHoro Kacnng,
OCHOBHOW, HO YCKOJb3HYBLLMIM OT BHUMaHWUS NPOrpecc Obin
OOCTUrHYT B 3anagHom KasaxcTaHe.

Ho B koHUe 1994 rofa neperosBopsbl, NPOBOAVBLUNECSH B
TEeYeHNe TPEX C NOSIOBMHOM NET Mexxay A3epbangykaHoM
1N MEXXAYyHaPOOHBIM KOHCOPLMYMOM HehTe400bIBatOLLIX
KOMMaHWK, BO3rnasngemMbiM KoMraHnen British
Petroleum, 3aBepLunvck nognmcaHmem «KoHTpakTa
Beka» Ha pa3paboTKy MOPCKMX MECTOPOXAEHN

Asepu (Azeri), HYupar (Chirag) n IN'yHewwnm (Guneshli).

3TO cobbITVE MOBTOPHO MPUBAEKIIO BHUMAHME K 3TOM
CTpaHe, 1 4Yepes HEKOTOPOE BPeMS CoAa MPULLIIN eLLe
HECKOJTbKO KOMMaHWIA, XOT4H, He cHuTast OTKpbIToro BP
MecTopoxaeHns rasa LLlax derna (Shah Deniz), MHorme
MPOEKTbI MO Pa3Bemke 1 pa3padboTke MECTOPOXKOEHWI
VMeSIM OrpaHmYeHHbI yenex. NosBunca Takke
MOBTOPHbIN MHTEPEC K 3anagHoMy TYpPKMEHUCTaHy,

rOe NpaBUTENBCTBO WU3BEKIIO MOMEIHBIE YOOKM 13
OBLLEHNS C MHOCTPaHHBIMU MHBECTOPamMK. HekoTopble
3 CTApPTOBaBLLMX B TO BPEMS MPOEKTOB OCTAOTCS
yCreLUHbIMW, HANPUMEP MOBTOPHAst padpaboTka
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leading to extensive fieldwork in the desert to develop
reservoir models. That in turn led to further work on a
number of other fields with the same reservoir, notably
North Buzachi, then operated by Texaco, together with
fields in the South Mangyshlak Basin. For a while, although
it was the major fields in the North and South Caspian that
were making headlines, much of the real progress was
taking place “under the radar” in Western Kazakhstan.

But late in 1994, three and a half years of negotiations
between Azerbaijan and an international consortium of

oil companies headed by British Petroleum ended in the
signing of the “Contract of the Century” for development
of the offshore Azeri, Chirag and Guneshli fields. That
drew attention back to that country, and for a while other
companies poured in, although apart from BP’s discovery
of the Shah Deniz gas field, many of the exploration and
development projects that ensued saw limited success.

A second wave of interest also developed in Western
Turkmenistan, where the government had learned useful
lessons in dealing with foreign investors. Several of

the projects that got off the ground at that time remain
successful, including redevelopment of the Burun field,
then operated by Monument, with which | was involved,
and Dragon Oil's redevelopment of the fields in the offshore
Cheleken block. But Turkmenistan became averse to new
foreign involvement, and from the late 1990s for nearly a
decade it became a more difficult place to do business.

The great thing about the petroleum provinces around the
Caspian and Caucasus regions is that they are so diverse,
with a wealth of opportunities for players of all sizes. In many
areas there is an existing and well-developed infrastructure
(admittedly in many cases in great need of modemnisation)
together with local markets. There is also, and this was
sadly misjudged by many of the western companies
when they first came to the region, a highly intelligent and
well-educated local workforce. Perhaps one of the chief
reasons for failure of investments during the 1990s, apart
from cultural and commercial misunderstandings that
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MecTopoxaeHnsa BypyH (Burun), KOToOpoe 3aTem
paspabatbiBana komnaHus MoHymeHT (Monument), roe
paboTtan un 4. Komnanusa Dragon Hadana noBTOPHYHO
pa3paboTKy MOPCKMX MECTOPOXAEHWIA Bioka HenekeH
(Cheleken). Ho TypkMeHMCTaH Ha4MHaET HeraTyBHO
OTHOCUTBCS K MHOCTPaHHbIM MHBecTopam. C 1990-x
rofoB Ha MPOTHKEHUW MPUMEPHO OECATU NET OH CTau
HebaronNpUATHLIM MECTOM /19 BeAeHWs B13Heca.

O4eHb BaXKHOM OCOBEHHOCTBIO PACTIONOXEHHBIX BOKPYT
Kacnnsa n KaBkada HedhTEHOCHbBIX MPOBUHLMIN SBSIETCA
TO, YTO OHW HACTOJIBKO Pa3HO0BpPa3Hb! C TOHKYN 3PEHNS
obbema BOSMOXHOCTEN, YTO MOIYT pacCcMaTpuBaTbCA
NrpOKamMK PbiHKa BCEX pa3mepoB. Bo MHOMmX

pervoHax MMeeTCs OENCTBYHOLLASA 1 XOPOLLO pa3BuTas
NHPACTPYKTYPA, XOTSA HYy>KHO MPU3HATb, YTO O4YEHb YacTo
OHa B 3HAYUTENBHOW CTeneHn TpebyeT MoOepHU3aLMN

— KaK 1 BHYTPEHHUA PbIHOK. Kpome TOoro, MMeeTcs
BbICOKOO6PA30BaHHbIN 11 O4EHb TOMKOBbIM MEPCOHAN, YTO,
K COXXaNIEHWNIO, HELOOLIEHNBaI0Ch OOMBLLUMHCTBOM BrEpBble
MPVIXOOMBLUMX B PEMVIOH 3anafHbIX KOMAaHun. Bo3mokHo,
O[HOV M3 rAaBHbIX MPU4MH NpOBasia HBECTULMN

B 1990-e rofpl, MOMMUMO KyJI5TYPOSIOMMHECKOrO U
KOMMEPHECKOrO HEAOMOHMMaHKS, KOTOPOE HacTo

MNMENO MECTO C 0B6ENX CTOPOH, ObINIO aBTOMATNHECKOE
NPEeanoOXKEHNE HEKOTOPbIX 3anafHbIX KOMMaHWA-
pa3padboTHIKOB MECTOPOXKAEHNI O TOM, YTO MMEHOLLIMECS
Y HUX «HOY-Xay» HEU3DEXXHO MPUBELYT K BbIABIEHWIO
HOBBbIX 3aracoB YreBOAOPOAHOMO CbIPbS U YBENUHEHNIO
0ObEMOB [00bIHM. [encTBUTENBHO, ANS paspaboTKu
3HAYUTENBHOIrO KONMHYECTBA MECTOPOXXOEHUN TPEOOBANMCH
HOBbIE VHBECTULM 1 COBPEMEHHBIE TEXHOIOMM,

HO 1 MPW X OTCYTCTBUM COBETCKME CMELMaNCTbI
YCMELLHO 3aeCTBOBA/IN CBOW UHTESEKTYaNbHbIE U
NHHOBAUMOHHbIE CMIOCOBHOCTY B LIENSAX MaKCUMaSIbHOMO
NCMONBb30BaHWA CYLLIECTBYIOLLIErO MOTEHLMAAa NMEIOLLIMXCS
Y HVX B HIM4MM CpencTs. Oxxmnpgaemble yysLleHns,
0BYyCNOBEHHbIE NCMONB30BaHMEM 3anaHbIX TEXHOIOMN
(He Bcerga NpUMeHsABLLMXCS ¢ 60MbLIMM YMOM) He BCeraa
MMENN MeCTO.

370, B HaCTHOCTW, HAGMOOAN0Ch B HEKOTOPbIX MEHEe
MPOAYKTUBHBIX MPOBUHLINSX, IOe COBETCKME A0ObIBaOLLME
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were all-too-common on both sides, was an automatic
assumption by some western field-development teams
that their know-how would inevitably lead to discovery of
new reserves and enhanced production. It’s certainly true
that a lot of fields were in great need of new investment
and modern technologies, but in the absence of these the
Soviet technicians had earlier used sheer brainpower and
inspired innovation to maximise the potential of the tools
they had available. The expected improvements following
the application of western technology, sometimes applied
less intelligently, were not always forthcoming.

This was particularly the case in some of the less prolific
provinces where Soviet production companies had

not been spoiled by a lengthy portfolio of prospective
structures, and production profiles stretching well into the
future, but where the task had been to eke out dwindling
reserves. It soon became apparent in these areas — and
several projects | worked on in Georgia and the Ukraine
come to mind — that the most effective strategy for new
investment was usually to change as little as possible,
but simply to ask what equipment was needed to enhance
productivity, and to supply whatever was requested
(which often was not very much!).

Throughout this time | had been trying to make inroads
into Russia, and had been involved in several projects

in Siberia and parts of Southern Russia. Russia is a big
country, and politicians in Moscow at that time were
understandably only really interested in progressing

the largest projects, with the biggest investors who
generally had there own staff and didn’t need help from
small consultancies like mine. So | had little hands-on
experience of the big Russian projects during the 1990s
such as the onset of development around Sakhalin Island
in the Far East, and in Western Siberia. But through time,
as Russian legislative and fiscal rules became better-
established and more transparent, it was easier for
western companies to start doing business there,

and | became more involved in work on-the-ground.

In recent years, interest has inevitably been developing in
the Russian Arctic, especially offshore where the melting
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OopraHmMsaum He BbInn «CMOPHEHbI» 3HAYUTENBHBIM
nopThenemM NepCneKTUBHBIX CTPYKTYP 1 0BeCneHeHHbIX
06beMOB [00bIMN HAa MHOME FOApl BRepes, a 3aHNMaIMCh
MPOAOIPKEHVEM SKCMTyaTaLM UCTOLLIAKOLLIMXCS PECYPCOB.
CKOpO CTaNno 04eBUOHbIM B STUX PErVIOHax, — N MHE
BCMOMUHAIOTCHA HECKOJIBKO MPOEKTOB, B BbIMNOMHEHNN
KOTOPbIX S y4acTBOBa B [ py3um 1 B YKpamHe, — YTO
Hanbonee ahHeKTVBHOM CTpaTerven B Cyyae HOBbIX
VNHBECTULMIM BbINIO BHOCUTH Kak MOXXHO MEHbLLE
n3meHeHnn. Bee, 4To Hy>KHO ObINo Aenatb, — 3TO NMPOCTO
crpawvBaTh, Kakoe 060pyaoBaHne HeobXoanMo 414
MOBbILLEHVSA OOBEMOB A00bIHM, Y MOCTABMATb TO, YTO ObIIO
HeobX0OMMO (0BbIMHO TPeboBaIM HEMHOTO!).

Ha npoTshKeHWn BCero 3Toro BpeMeHn S Mbitacs
paboTaTb Ha TeppuUTopun Poccum 1 NpuHUMan y41actie

B HECKOJMbKNX MpoekTax B Crbupn 1 pernoHax KOXkHom
Poccun. Pocenst — orpoMHas cTpaHa, v NoSITUKA B
MockBe B TO BpeMmsi Oblniv 3anHTEPECOBaHbI B Pa3BUTIM
TOJMBKO CaMbIX KPYMHbIX MPOEKTOB, C CaMbIMU KPYMHBIMI
MHBECTOPAaMM, Y KOTOPbIX Oblfl CBOV COBCTBEHHbIX
nepcoHan. Takune HebOoMbLINE KOHCYbTALMOHHBIE
KOMMaHWU1, Kak MOs1, UM Oblfiv HE HY>KHBI. TakMm 06pa3om,
S NOJTYHNIT TONBKO HE3HAYUTESBHBIN OMbIT MPaKTUHECKOTO
y4acTust B KpyrHbIx NpoekTax B Poccumn B 1990-e

rofbl, TAKMX Kak Ha4asio pas3paboTKM MECTOPOXKAEHNIA
BOKpYr ocTpoBa CaxanvH Ha JanbHem BocToke 1 B
BocTouHorn Crbupn. Co BpeMeHeM, Koraa M3MeHMUNochb
3aKoHO4aTeNsCTBO POCCUn 1 HanoroBble Npasuia CTam
Bonee YeTKIMM 1 MPO3padHbIMK, 3anagHbIM KOMMaHMAM
CTas10 HaMHOrO MPOLLLE BECTU BU3HEC, 1 MOE yHacTve B
paboTe Ha MecTax 4o0bMM CTano Bofiee aKTUBHBIM.

B nocnegHmne rofpl HECOMHEHHBIN MHTEPEC MPEaCTaBNseT
pa3paboTka MECTOPOXXAEHNI B APKTUKe B Poccun,
OCOBEHHO B MOpPe, rOe OXKUOAETCS, YTO TatoLyme nbabl
OTKPOIOT LUMPOKME YHACTKN KOHTUHEHTAIbHOMO LUenbdha
0719 pa3paboTKM Ha NpeacTodALme gecatmnetms. A Ha
JanbHeMm tore bbiBLuero CoseTckoro Cotoda OTKpbITUe
ra30BbIX MECTOPOXXAEHW B BaccenHe AMyaapbu B
TYpPKMEHUCTaHE 1 OTKPBITOCTb B OTHOLLEHMN MHOCTPaHHbBIX
VNHBECTULMI, KOTOPYIO HaYana AeMOHCTPUPOBaThL 3Ta
CTpaHa, NpuBneKaeT Bce BOMbLUNIA NHTEPEC K BOCTOYHbBIM
pecrnybnukam LleHTpansHom A3um, B TOM Y1CHe K
HedTerasoHOCHbIM BaccerHaMm, PacnoNIOXKEHHbIM B
BocTo4uHoM KasaxcTtaHe, Y3beknctane, TamKKUcTaHe m
KblprbidcTaHe. VIMetoTca HECKOIbKO 0BnacTel, B KOTOPbIX
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of sea ice is likely to expose wide areas of the
continental shelf to exploration in coming decades.
And in the far south of the former Soviet Union,
massive new gas discoveries in the Amu Dar’ya Basin
of Turkmenistan, combined with a more welcoming
approach to foreign investment from that country,

are attracting further interest to the eastern republics
of Central Asia — including the basins of Eastern
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan.
There are few areas where significant problems are
not encountered — and the geological problems that

| am mostly involved with pale into insignificance
compared with those associated with the remoteness
of many of these areas, the lack of infrastructure,
political uncertainly, and also cultural differences which
can create misunderstandings between the parties in
commercial ventures. But with the growing need for
secure energy supplies around the world in the face of
depleting reserves, and with the goodwill that | have
almost universally encountered during my twenty years
of experience working in Russia and Central Asia, |
have little doubt that all of these areas will increasingly
benefit from continuing mutual co-operation between
the players in the international oil and gas community.

In future articles, Graham Blackbourn will describe
the petroleum geology and the future prospectivity he
perceives in some of the hydrocarbon provinces of
Russia and Central Asia.

HE YYUTBIBAIOTCH BaXKHbIE MPOONEMBI, Y FEOIOMNYECKNE
Npo6nemMbl, C KOTOPbIMUA 51, B OCHOBHOM, CTa/TK/BaKOChb,
OTXOOAT Ha BTOPOW MaH Mo CPaBHEHWIO C MpobiemMamu,
CBSA3aHHbIMU C YAAIEHHOCTBIO DOSBLUMHCTBA 3TUX
PEMOHOB, HEAOCTATKOM UHMPACTPYKTYPbI, MOUTUHECKON
HECTabUNbHOCTLIO, KYNBTYPHBIMY Pa3INHMSMN, KOTOPbIE
MOTMYT MPUBECTU K HEAOMOHVMAHMIO MEXAY CTOPOHaMM
KOMMEPHYECKOro npeanpuata. OgHako, y4mTbiBas
PacCTYyLLYO MOTPEBHOCTb B 6E30MaCHbIX MOCTaBKax
SHEPrUM NO BCEMY MUPY B CBA3W C UCTOLLIEHNEM
PE3EPBOB U MPVHMMAst BO BHUMaHE 00OpOXenaTebHoe
OTHOLLIEHVE, KOTOPOE S MOYT BCeraa BCTpeYasn B TeHeHme
MOel ABaauaTnneTHen paboTsl B Poccun n LieHTpansHown
A31m, 9 HE COMHEBAKOCb, YTO BbINMPbILL, KOTOPLIN BCE

3TU PETVIOHbI MOJTyHaT OT MOCTOSIHHOIO COTPYAHNYECTBA C
NMPOKaMW MEXKAyHapOOHOrO HehTErasoBoro COODLLECTRA,
B OyayLem ByoeT TONbKO BO3pacTaTh.

B nocnenyroiumx cratesix [pam braskbopH (Graham
Blackbourn) ornvLueT reo10ro Heght 1 NePCrexKTvBb,
KOTOPbIE, M0 Er0 MHEHIO, OXKVAAIOT HEKOTOPbIE
HegTerasoHOCHhkIe rMPOBUHLIMM Poccun 1
LleHTpanbHov Asun.
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